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c u t a W a y

naRRatoR: on weekday mornings in the late
1860s, a horse-drawn van made its daily pilgrimage
along San Francisco’s streets rounding up stray
dogs. not only were city dogcatchers authorized to
seize any dog wandering the streets, but police offi-
cers were authorized to shoot dogs on sight. ac-
cording to the local newspaper:

Voice oVeR: the pound keeper makes the arrests,
and keeps the records, while the
executioner takes the unre-
deemed to some dark and lonely
spot, and dispatches his victims.
they are then buried without
ceremony or pomp—the dainty
poodle and the mangy cur, the
bristling terrier and the sleek
spaniel, all lie in one common
grave, and are soon forgotten. 

naRRatoR: But dogs and other
animals soon found a voice in a
friend of Henry Bergh’s, suc-
cessful San Francisco banker
James Sloan Hutchinson. in
april of 1868, Hutchinson wit-
nessed two men dragging a
squealing boar off to market
along the street's rough cobble-
stones. Hutchinson described
the incident:

HutcHinSon: two vaqueros mounted on spirited
horses [were] attempting to lasso a boar which had
been separated from its drove and was running up
Washington Street. Both vaqueros caught the ani-
mal about the same time, one about the fore and
the other about the hind legs, and started dragging
him over the cobblestones toward the city front. 

naRRatoR: Hutchinson sprang into the street and

stopped them, with many passersby coming to his
aid. and like Henry Bergh’s epiphany in St. Peters-
burg under similar circumstances, the incident af-
fected Hutchinson very deeply and moved him to
call together a group of fellow humanitarians to
found the San Francisco SPca.

on april 18, the San Francisco SPca received its
charter from the State of california, becoming the

fourth independent SPca in
the nation and the first west
of the Rocky Mountains. tak-
ing its lead from the great
Henry Bergh, Hutchinson’s
SPca fought to protect dogs
from corrupt dog catchers.

HutcHinSon: the public
pound as then conducted was
a disgrace to the city. the
pound-men grabbed pet dogs
from the arms of women and
children in broad daylight and
broke down fences in order to
take [dogs] to the public
pound. they made a practice
of stealing animals, and
greatly mistreated them after
being impounded.

naRRatoR: eventually, the SPca in San Fran-
cisco would follow the aSPca in unfortunate
ways, too. it accepted the pound contract from the
city and took over as pound master. of the 4,139
dogs impounded by the SPca in one year, 3,004
were killed—almost three out of every four dogs.
cats were also impounded for the first time in San
Francisco. the San Francisco SPca rounded up
5,936 stray cats and killed each and every one, even
though they were neither paid nor asked by the city
to do so.

San FRanciSco SPca FoundeR

James Sloan Hutchinson







delaware governor Jack Markell
new york assembly Member
Micah Z. kellner
nicole Bagley
Susanne Bagley
amber Ballam
Michael Baus
Sally Berger
lauren Boccanfuso, dVM
Jean Bonasera
amanda Fowler Brown
Bonney Brown
Beth Brunelle
taimie Bryant
owen Bryant
Sue Budge
Sarah carpenter
christie carr
claire M. cayot
Margaret cerow
kerry clair
Ryan clinton
aJ deBee
karen delise
Susan dewey
katie dillon
Michelle Foster
Felicia estevez
tianna Faith evans
deborah Falamino
Mike Fry
Brian gold
nigel graves
ellen Haith
nicolle Hansen
lisa Harmer
kim Hawkins
Savannah Hawkins

Valerie Hayes
Jesse Horton
Jennifer Jackson, dVM
kelly a. Jedlicki
ellen Jefferson, dVM
Bradley king
Robyn kippenberger
Reva laituri
karen J. lieberman
Michael linke
eric Mahl
Megan Macneill
Mike Martinez
Veronique Michalik
lucy Morquecho
kevin Murphy
allison Myers
Rusty newton
Veronica novelo
tammy o’Bannion
ingrid J. oravetz, lVt
teresa Paradis
Julie Peck
Jane Pierantozzi
casey Powers
adrianne Raso
Faye Rex
Jerri Robison
Paul Rosen
aimee Sadler
tricia Sanborn
Mitch Schneider
Jaimie Shockey
kamilla Shmakalova
Rebecca Smith
karen Stark
Pamela Stonebraker
lynn tilley

larry tucker
nancy ueda
linda Vaccari
Rachel Ward
Jay Williamson
laura Williamson
Bob Wise

the gore Place Society
ucla School of law
george Washington university
law School
Historical Society of old
newbury
Massachusetts department of
conservation and Recreation
tompkins county SPca
Washoe county Regional animal
Services
nevada Humane Society
city and county of San
Francisco
austin Pets alive
town lake animal Shelter
Faithful Friends animal Society
Metrowest Humane Society
Pets alive
live and let live Farm

The Ithaca Journal

The Common Good Watchdog

The Trumansburg Free Press

SPecial tHankS




























